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The 412th Fighter Group, 4th Air Force, at March Field, California, received eleven P-51Hs and
six F-6Ds during the summer of 1945. These Mustangs were then assigned to the Group's 39th
Photo Reconnaissance Squadron for sundry duties. The 412th FG had been intended to become
the Air Force's first combat jet Fighter Group but the envisioned Bell P-59 assignment did not pan
out, and deliveries of the Lockheed P-80 did not occur in time for them to be shipped overseas
before the war ended. The 412th FG became heavily tasked with evaluating both of the jet aircraft
in all tactical functions.
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